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Pardes Schmooze 

Week 8 

The boys came in to camp pumped for a BBQ, Wild Water Kingdom and 
playoffs/champ games. After a few minutes of settling down, we managed to have such a 
great learning day that a few slurpees were spotted on campus for the best learners. 
Maybe more than a few, but who's counting. Rabbi Boim finally got to dust off the bingo 
game that was waiting for our first rain day. Really the fields were dry enough to play but it 
gave the boys that didn't finish building their rockets some extra time and the counselors 
were able to get started on the BBQ. The campers ate cereal and milk since lunch was 
going to be at 2:30. Bingo was a sweet activity as well, especially for at least one boy who 
won a baseball bat! At 1:00 the busses and vans left for the grand trip, while Pardes Jr. left 
to the splash park in their vehicles (and booster seats, of course). At our first stop we 
launched rockets, ate lunch and the boys got to play choose up soccer with the 
counselors. Elazar Finegold's rocket was the best this summer, great job! At this point in 
the summer it would be the easiest time to thank Hashem and strengthen our Emunah. We 
all know that Hashem controls everything and it is most evident if anyone pays attention to 
the weather. Besides for the weather, people from other camps and around town have 
asked how we got Wild Water Kingdom. The answer was Hashem wanted it to happen, 
because if anyone thinks for a second there is no way there is any logical explanation. 
There were billboards on the street near the water park and under it they said that WWK is 
now open on weekends only. As we pulled up to the huge parking lots that can fit around a 
million vehicles there was Jewish music blasting on the speakers and an incredibly 
welcoming staff that came to work on Monday just to open the park for us! When 
discussing the rental we of course had set a rain day in case, but since there wasn't too 
much thunder and lightning in the forecast we kept the Monday trip. We were told that 
even if it rains the water is heated to 80 degrees so the boys would still enjoy. 
Experiencing it was a totally different story. It was hot and dry out for most of the trip, but if 
anyone was paying attention it actually did rain in the middle. The boys were so busy in the 
wave pool and on slides that it really wouldn't have made a difference if it was pouring the 
whole time. Adding it all up, the BBQ, rocket launching, bus rides and water park lived up 
to the hype and a whole lot more, plus it made some campers pretty hungry. Good thing 
there were over 50 hamburgers left over plus a whole bunch of snacks and drinks. After 
the group picture and Mincha we travelled back to camp and pulled in exactly on time at 
8:36 (except for the bus that must have got lost on the way and showed up 15 minutes 
late). 

Older leagues started their champ series on Tuesday after learning. Team Ice 
Cream and Slurpee each won one game in two close games of football and baseball. The 
K's and 1's were supposed to play t-ball. However, at this point in the summer each boy 
had a choice to try and hit up to two live pitches and after the two, if they didn’t get a hit 
yet, they can hit off the tee. Surprisingly, most of the boys got a hit on the first or second 
pitch! After everyone ate lots of fettucine alfredo for lunch Exxon-Mobil beat Shell in soccer 
3-1, while Hess and Marathon had a close football game as Marathon won their first game 
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of the summer by one touchdown. Rain came just as swimming started so the K's and 1's 
plus some life jackets joined the rest of camp at Notre Dame for some indoor swimming. 

On Wednesday, Exxon Mobil continued their baseball winning streak beating Shell 
in baseball. Elya Cohen's RBI double to right helped Hess beat Marathon in their baseball 
game. Mickeys team took a 2-1 series lead winning in basketball. After lunch the first 
playoff game got rained out. We all said Gam Zu Letova, but also recognized that this was 
the second activity all summer that was planned and pushed off because of rain. K's and 
1's yet again got to swim at Notre Dame! Being the last swim session of the summer, it's a 
good time to thank Notre Dame for being so accommodating and friendly. Besides for 
having an awesome pool, the staff was always friendly and willing to help whenever we 
wanted to add games in to our regular swimming, including water basketball and sharks 
and minnows. 

Thursday the middle division finally got to the playoffs. Exxon-Mobil chose 
Newcomb and won easily against Marathon 20-6 and 20-8. Perfect practice makes perfect 
and Exxon-Mobil played much more Newcomb this summer which is why they picked 
Newcomb over baseball even with their winning streak. Shell chose basketball and won 
against Hess to go up 1-0. Team Ice Cream and team Slurpee had a soccer practice to get 
ready for their next game. At lunch Meyer Dym won the Pardes has got Talent show (2nd 
round) walking around on his hands. Chaim Aloni may have won if our dining room was 10 
times the size and he was able to perform all of his bike tricks. Happy birthday to Nosson 
Altose!! The whole camp got to sing happy birthday and enjoyed some colorful doughnuts 
after filling up on yummy baked ziti. We announced at camp that - although it was difficult - 
we were able to keep to our menu the whole summer except for one time substituting corn 
on the cob for green beans. Special thanks to the kitchen staff for so many delicious 
lunches. After lunch Exxon Mobil won their first round series defeating Marathon in 
basketball. Meanwhile Ice Creams tied up the best of seven series 2-2 when they won 2-1 
in soccer as Jacob made a great save on Mayteev's top right corner shot which was the 
potential tying goal in the final seconds of the game. They carried the momentum to the 
next activity as they chose basketball and won. Unfortunately, one of the players on team 
slurpee got a knee scrape. Thanks to Rabbi Boim for making such fair teams! Team 
slurpee won the first basketball game in the series on Monday, but with one player slowed 
down due to injury the tide turned. The soccer save and a knee scrape were the two 
turning points in the series. Back in the field, Hess won 2-1 in dodgeball to tie up the series 
and force a game 3. Shell picked newcomb for the deciding game. The games are best 
two out of three, but must win by two, if a third game is needed, we play a 15 gamer. Each 
newcomb game had many long volleys and was decided by exactly two. Hess won the first 
game. Shell won the second and the third also went to extra points. As usual, we take a 
moment to pause the regular news part of the newsletter. Camp Pardes would like to 
congratulate all the campers that among many other new talents they all picked up the 
game of Newcomb rather quickly. Not too long ago a counselor commented how we 
should just give up on newcomb (and volleyball for the older league) as most of the kids 
can barely play and there are many short volleys. Just a little practice and suddenly it 
takes a perfect throw from corner to corner, or a trick shot hitting the top of the net to end 
some really long volleys! Moments like this, especially when the two teams are all playing 
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well and with Achdus make us want to end the game in a tie, or rather call both winners! 
Well, although you're all winners for being here, Exxon-Mobil can only play one team in the 
championship round and this time it was Shell advancing by just a thread. Unfortunately for 
them, Exxon-Mobil had a height advantage and was able to win 14-2 in basketball to go up 
quickly 1-0 in the new series. Good thing there was no swimming on Thursday, we needed 
every minute until 4:35 to get far enough into the playoffs to have a chance of finishing the 
sports before the banquet on Friday. 

Day 40 of camp brought some mixed feelings. Everyone was excited for the 
banquet, the grand raffle, the champ games, and for some boys - trophies. Also, last year 
we only had 39 days of camp, but there is no comparison between 39 days of Camp 
Pardes and 40 days! At the end of learning we had a special guest speaker, Rabbi 
Hershfeld, who spoke to the camp about internalizing the Mitzva of Mezuza. The K's and 
1's baked some delicious chocolate pies that unfortunately got burned to a crisp because 
there was just too much going on in camp. The staff organized the lost and found the best 
that they could, but even though some stuff got picked up, there is still hundreds of dollars 
worth of stuff that should be picked up as soon as possible (it's now organized neatly in the 
coatroom of HJC). Exxon-Mobil won both Newcomb games to win the 2-3-4 championship. 
Congrats to Avi Farkas and the whole team for a job well done! Later, Hess beat Marathon 
in Newcomb to win third place. At the baseball field, we had a very tense game. The staff 
wanted to ensure that the series wouldn't be decided on a wrong call. Slow motion instant 
replay was used 4 times for close calls as every play seemed to be one of those plays that 
the call could go either way. In the end, Yehuda's team Ice Cream got a good bounce as 
Adir just made it to first with 2 outs and bases loaded in extra innings to go up 3-2 as Tzviki 
Langsner scored the go ahead run. In the bottom of the inning, Moshe Olgin and Meyer 
Dym each hit two out singles, but the tying run got stranded at third base. The series 
lasted just six games, but was way closer than that with the save, the injury, and the 
bounce helped Yehuda's team win three in a row for the championship. Well, really it was 
Adir's play at short stop that made the difference in baseball. Back in camp the trophies 
were set up and so was the bagel and dip banquet. Chocolate Mousse and Ben & Jerry's 
got trophies for winning the first half league. Team Ice Cream and Exxon-Mobil got 
trophies for the second half. We feel and it was announced that everyone deserved a 
trophy. However, we also know that sometimes competition brings out the best in us and in 
order to accomplish that we can only give trophies to those who officially won the leagues. 
Everyone in camp should feel like a winner regardless of trophies as each boy practiced 
and therefore got better in sports throughout the summer! They will no doubt go back to 
school and really see the difference. We hope that the confidence gained, will help them in 
the coming year in sports and in learning! The K's and 1's got participation trophies for 
their t-ball soccer league. The biggest three trophies went to Yosi Langsner, Netanel 
Rudolph, and Nosson Altose for leading many boys in camp who played sports with Midos! 
Many prizes were raffled off - in the last grand learning raffle of the summer - including two 
Pardes bats, a football, a basketball, a remote control car, a helicopter, and a drone! The 
staff announced that we were not happy at all that Camp Pardes was over for the summer, 
and we can't wait until the reunion(s) and the camp video comes out. 
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Baking and Arts!! 
This week the kindergarten and first grade boys got to make their very own rocket sling. 
The boys had a great time flinging their rockets and boy did they fly far! During baking hour 
the boys who chose to got to make their very own chocolate fudge pie! The boys enjoyed 
adding all the ingredients into the bowl and getting a turn to mix it all up. Please note that 
they were baked in a flieshig oven. 
I had an amazing time planning and working with the boys this summer! I hope that the 
boys had a great summer and wish them much success in the coming school year!  
Have a great Shabbos! 
 Morah Dina Rossio 

 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 �  

 

 
 
 

 



 

 �  

 

 

 



 

 �  

 

 

 
 

 


